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1 • I x I As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable 
claims. 

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment of 
any additional fee. 

As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers 
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report i 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest «r ne additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

f*1 No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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There must exist a "special technical feature" so linking a group 
of inventions of claims as to form a single general inventive concept 
in order that the group of inventions may satisfy the requirement of 
unity of invention. 

The technical matter common to claims 1-10 is "a silver alloy for 
a reflective film mainly containing silver and comprising at least one 
metal element whose melting point is higher than that of silver as a 
first additional element" . This technical matter, however, is not novel 
since a silver alloy containing Ni is disclosed in prior art document 
JP 2002-15464 A (Kobe Steel, Ltd.), 18 January, 2002 (18.01.02), Par. 
Nos. [0064] to [0066], and thus cannot be a "special technical feature " . 

Consequently, there is no "special technical feature" so linking the 
group of inventions of claims 1-9 as to form a single general inventive 
concept, and therefore it appears that the group of inventions does not 
satisfy the requirement of unity of invention. 

Next, the number of groups of inventions defined in the claims of 
this international application and so linked as to form a single general 
inventive concept has been examined and concluded that at least two 
inventions stated below are defined. 

•Invention of claims 1 and 2, claims 4-8 and 10 referring to claims 1 
or 2, and claim 9 referring to claim 8 that refers to claims 1 or 2 

•Invention of claim 3, claims 4-8 and 10 referring to claims 3, and claim 
9 referring to claim 8 that refers to claim 3 
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